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(57) ABSTRACT

A motor starter system and a method for operating same are
disclosed. According to an embodiment of the present inven-
tion, reliability of a motor protection function during an
overcurrent is improved by automatically controlling the
on/off state of an electromagnetic contactor using an analog
sensor value outputted from an external sensor. In addition,
the present invention can receive an external sensor value
through a connected upper monitoring device, monitor, in
real time, the motor starter state, and transmit a control
command for directly controlling the on/off state of the
electromagnetic contactor, and thus enables excellent opera-
tion, integrated lifetime prediction, and motor load manage-
ment. Furthermore, the present invention can reduce wiring
work and a cost thereof and maximizing the use of space
more than when controlling the electromagnetic contactor
by using the 1/O of a PLC.
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MOTOR STARTER SYSTEM AND METHOD
FOR OPERATING SAME

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is the National Stage filing under 35
U.S.C. 371 of International Application No. PCT/KR2013/
005056, filed on Jun. 10, 2013, which claims the benefit of
earlier filing date and right of priority to Korean Application
No. 10-2012-0062289, filed on Jun. 11, 2012, the contents of
which are all hereby incorporated by reference herein in
their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a motor starter system and
a method of operating the same, and particularly, to a motor
starter system and a method of operating the same, which
can automatically control an electromagnetic contactor of a
motor starter by using an analog sensing value output from
an external sensor.

BACKGROUND ART

Examples of a method of starting a motor include a direct
on line starting method and a star-delta soft starter method.
The direct on line starting method is a method that directly
supplies a source voltage to a motor by using an electronic
switch, and the star-delta soft starter method is a method
that, by using three electronic switches, converts a wiring of
an induction motor into a star wiring type in starting, and
converts the wiring of the induction motor into a delta wiring
type in driving.

Generally, in a motor starter that starts a motor, the motor
starter or an electronic motor protection relay (EMPR) is not
singly used, and the motor starter is equipped in a panel (a
motor control center (MCC)) in a type of a unit rack, and is
used. Therefore, a wiring operation of connecting the ele-
ments is needed.

FIG. 1 illustrates a configuration of a general motor starter
apparatus. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the motor starter appa-
ratus includes a motor starter 1 in which an electromagnetic
contactor and a motor protection circuit breaker are provided
in a type of a unit rack, a PL.C 3 that receives a user control
command or processes and outputs an input signal, and a
terminal block port 5. An automatic/manual selector and a
software program for local control are installed in the motor
starter apparatus, and the motor starter apparatus includes a
plurality of relays and a plurality of wirings for controlling
the electromagnetic contactor.

An operation of the motor starter apparatus will be
described below. First, in order to start a motor, an on/off
state of the electromagnetic contactor should be controlled
by using an input/output (I/O) of the PL.C 3. To this end, an
analog input module of the PL.C 3 receives an analog output
value (for example, an output value of 4 mA to 20 mA) from
an external sensor. The PL.C 3 performs a program operation
of controlling the on/off state of the electromagnetic con-
tactor by using the received analog input value.

In this case, in order to control the electromagnetic
contactor, the PLC 3 should know current state information
of the electromagnetic contactor, and thus, an auxiliary
contact should be installed in the electromagnetic contactor,
and should be connected to a state processing module of the
PLC 3 by wire. Also, the PL.C 3 should periodically sense a
state (an on or off state) of the electromagnetic contactor.
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Thus, an auxiliary relay for controlling the electromagnetic
contactor is installed in the PL.C 3, and the electromagnetic
contactor is controlled by a control processing module of the
PLC 3.

As described above, since the PLC 3 recognizes and
processes a state of the electromagnetic contactor, many
wiring operations are required for controlling the electro-
magnetic contactor, and moreover, a problem of securing the
cost and a space is caused. Furthermore, when the analog
input module or state processing module of the PLC 3 are
broken down, it is unable to control an on/off state of the
electromagnetic contactor, and for this reason, the motor
starter cannot operate.

Disclosure of the Invention

Therefore, an object of the present invention is to provide
a motor starter system and a method of operating the same,
which supply a signal that switches an electromagnetic
contactor to an off state for protecting a motor, or supply a
signal that switches the electromagnetic contactor to an on
state for driving the motor, by using an analog sensing value
output from an external sensor, thereby automatically con-
trolling driving of the electromagnetic contactor without
processing by a PLC.

To achieve these and other advantages and in accordance
with the purpose of the present invention, as embodied and
broadly described herein, there is provided a motor starter
system including: at least one or more external sensor units;
a sensing value processing unit configured to receive an
analog sensing value output from each of the at least one or
more external sensor units to compare the received analog
sensing value with a predetermined reference value, and
generate and supply one of a signal for protecting a motor
and a signal for driving the motor according to a result of the
comparison; and a control unit configured to automatically
control an electromagnetic contactor of a motor starter,
based on a signal received from the sensing value processing
unit and a current on or off state of the motor starter.

In an exemplary embodiment, when the analog sensing
value is greater than the predetermined reference value, the
sensing value processing unit may generate a first signal for
protecting the motor. Also, when the analog sensing value is
less than the predetermined reference value, the sensing
value processing unit may generate a second signal for
driving the motor. Here, the first signal may be a control
signal for controlling the electromagnetic contactor to an off
state, and the second signal may be a control signal for
controlling the electromagnetic contactor to an on state.

In an exemplary embodiment, the motor starter system
may further include a communication unit configured to
transmit an on/off state of the motor starter to the remote
monitoring apparatus by using RS-485 communication.

In an exemplary embodiment, in a case where a control
command for switching the electromagnetic contactor to an
off state is received from the remote monitoring apparatus,
the control unit may execute the control command when the
electromagnetic contactor is in an on state currently, and
when the electromagnetic contactor is in an off state cur-
rently, the control unit may generate an NAK message to
supply the NAK message to the remote monitoring appara-
tus.

In an exemplary embodiment, in a case where a control
command for switching the electromagnetic contactor to an
on state is received from the remote monitoring apparatus
through the communication unit, the control unit may
execute the control command when the electromagnetic
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contactor is in an off state currently, and when the electro-
magnetic contactor is in an on state currently, the control
unit may generate an NAK message to supply the NAK
message to the remote monitoring apparatus.

In an exemplary embodiment, the motor starter system
may further include: a state monitoring unit configured to
periodically monitor an on/off state of the motor starter: and
a light emitting diode (LED) display unit configured to
display a state of the motor starter.

In an exemplary embodiment, the motor starter system
may further include a power supply configured to supply
power to the sensing value processing unit and the control
unit.

In another aspect of the present invention, a method of
operating a motor starter system includes: receiving an
analog sensing value output from an external sensor; moni-
toring an on/off state of an electromagnetic contactor of a
motor starter; comparing the received analog sensing value
with a predetermined reference value; transmitting a control
command for switching the electromagnetic contactor to an
off state when the analog sensing value is greater than the
predetermined reference value, and when the analog sensing
value is less than the predetermined reference value, trans-
mitting a control command for switching the electromag-
netic contactor to an on state; and executing the control
command or generating an NAK message according to the
control command and an on/off state of the electromagnetic
contactor.

Advantageous Effect

In a motor starter system and a method of operating the
same according to embodiments of the present invention, an
on/off state of an electromagnetic contactor is automatically
controlled by using an analog sensing value output from an
external sensor, and thus, a reliability of a motor protection
function is more enhanced when an overcurrent occurs.

Moreover, in the motor starter system and the method of
operating the same according to embodiments of the present
invention, a connected upper monitoring apparatus receives
an external sensing value, and it is possible to monitor a
motor starter state in real time. Also, a control command for
directly controlling an on/off state of the electromagnetic
contactor is transmitted. Accordingly, manipulability is
good, a service life is predicted, and a load of a motor is
conveniently managed.

Furthermore, in the motor starter system and the method
of operating the same according to embodiments of the
present invention, a wiring operation is more simplified and
the cost is more reduced than a case in which the electro-
magnetic contactor is controlled by using an input/output
(I/O) of a PLC in the related art, and the use of a space can
be maximized. Accordingly, for example, an additional
extension is easy even when a plurality of motor starters are
needed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a
general motor starter apparatus;

FIG. 2 is a diagram illustrating a configuration of a motor
starter system according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of
a motor starter system according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention;
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FIG. 4 is a flowchart illustrating an operation of a motor
starter system according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention; and

FIG. 5 is a flowchart illustrating another operation of a
motor starter system according to an exemplary embodiment
of the present invention.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Reference will now be made in detail to the preferred
embodiments of the present invention, examples of which
are illustrated in the accompanying drawings. It will also be
apparent to those skilled in the art that various modifications
and variations can be made in the present invention without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention. Thus, it
is intended that the present invention cover modifications
and variations of this invention provided they come within
the scope of the appended claims and their equivalents.

Hereinafter, a motor starter system according to an exem-
plary embodiment of the present invention will be described
in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.
Exemplary embodiments of the present invention capable of
being easily embodied by those skilled in the art will now be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying
drawings. In the following description, when the detailed
description of the relevant known function or configuration
is determined to unnecessarily obscure the important point
of the present invention, the detailed description will be
omitted.

A motor starter system (or a motor control apparatus)
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention includes: at least one or more external sensor
units; a sensing value processing unit configured to receive
an analog sensing value output from each of the at least one
or more external sensor units to compare the received analog
sensing value with a predetermined reference value, and
generate and supply one of a signal for protecting a motor
and a signal for driving the motor according to a result of the
comparison; and a control unit configured to automatically
control an electromagnetic contactor of a motor starter,
based on a signal received from the sensing value processing
unit and a current on or off state of the motor starter.

Moreover, a motor control apparatus according to an
exemplary embodiment disclosed in the present specifica-
tion includes: one or more sensor units; an electromagnetic
contactor connected to a motor, and configured to perform
an on or off operation; and a control unit configured to
compare a reference value with a sensing value output from
each of the one or more sensor units, generate a control
signal based on a result of the comparison, and control an on
or off operation of the electromagnetic contactor based on
the control signal to stop or operate the motor.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
control signal may include a first signal for turning off the
electromagnetic contactor and a second signal for turning on
the electromagnetic contactor.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, when
the sensing value is greater than the predetermined reference
value, the control unit may generate the first signal to protect
the motor, and when the sensing value is less than the
predetermined reference value, the control unit may gener-
ate the second signal to drive the motor.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
motor control apparatus may further include a communica-
tion unit configured to communicate with a remote moni-
toring apparatus. In a case where a control command for
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switching the electromagnetic contactor to an off state is
received from the remote monitoring apparatus through the
communication unit, the control unit may execute the con-
trol command when the electromagnetic contactor is in an
on state currently, and when the electromagnetic contactor is
in an off state currently, the control unit may generate an
NAK message to supply the NAK message to the remote
monitoring apparatus.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
motor control apparatus may further include a communica-
tion unit configured to communicate with a remote moni-
toring apparatus. In a case where a control command for
switching the electromagnetic contactor to an on state is
received from the remote monitoring apparatus through the
communication unit, the control unit may execute the con-
trol command when the electromagnetic contactor is in an
off state currently, and when the electromagnetic contactor is
in an on state currently, the control unit may generate an
NAK message to supply the NAK message to the remote
monitoring apparatus.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
motor control apparatus may further include a motor pro-
tection circuit breaker configured to protect the motor in
connection with the electromagnetic contactor.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
control unit may monitor a state of the motor protection
circuit breaker.

Here, when the state of the motor protection circuit
breaker is a normal state, the motor protection circuit
breaker may be in an on state, and when the state of the
motor protection circuit breaker is an abnormal state due to
the breakdown of a system (or a connected load), the motor
protection circuit breaker may be in an off state.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, when
a state of the motor protection circuit breaker is an abnormal
state, the control unit may perform control so that the
electromagnetic contactor is turned off.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
sensing value may be analog information.

Moreover, according to an exemplary embodiment, the
one or more sensor units may include at least one of a
pressure sensor, a temperature sensor, and a level sensor.

Hereinafter, a configuration of a motor starter system 100
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention will be described in more detail with reference to
FIGS. 2 and 3.

Referring to FIG. 3, the motor starter system 100 includes
a sensor unit 20, a motor starter module 30 that receives an
analog sensing value from the sensor unit 20, and a remote
monitoring apparatus 50 that communicates with the motor
starter module 30. The motor starter system 100 may control
an on/off state of an electromagnetic contactor which is
included in the motor starter system 100, and thus start the
motor 200 connected thereto or protect the motor 200 when
an overcurrent occurs.

The sensor unit 20 may be configured with one or more
external sensors. The sensor unit 20 may include, for
example, a pressure sensor, a temperature sensor, and a level
sensor. An analog output value (for example, 4 mA to 20
mA) detected from the sensor unit 20 may be supplied to the
motor starter module 30 and/or the remote monitoring
apparatus 30.

The motor starter module 30 may include a motor pro-
tection circuit breaker and an electromagnetic contactor.
Also, the motor starter module 30 may include a sensing
value processing unit 32 that processes a sensing value input
from the sensor unit 20, a state monitoring unit 31 that
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monitors an on/off state of the electromagnetic contactor,
and a control unit 33 that generates a control command for
automatically controlling the on/off state of the electromag-
netic contactor.

The sensing value processing unit 32 may receive an
analog sensing value output from the sensor unit 20. Also,
the sensing value processing unit 32 may compare the
analog sensing value with a predetermined reference value,
and generate a signal for protecting the motor 200 or a signal
for driving the motor 200 according to a result of the
comparison.

In detail, when the analog sensing value is greater than the
predetermined reference value, the sensing value processing
unit 32 may generate a first signal for protecting the motor
200. Also, when the analog sensing value is less than the
predetermined reference value, the sensing value processing
unit 32 may generate a second signal for driving the motor
200. Here, the first signal may be a control signal for
controlling the electromagnetic contactor to an off state to
stop the motor 200, and the second signal may be a control
signal for controlling the electromagnetic contactor to an on
state to drive the motor 200.

The predetermined reference value is a setting value
within a normal range which enables the motor 200 to
operate, and for example, the predetermined reference value
may be a value which is previously input at an initial stage,
where a motor starter is installed, or is received from the
remote monitoring apparatus 50. For example, in a case
where the reference value is a current value of 10 mA, when
an analog input value output from the sensor unit 20 is
greater than a current value of 10 mA, the sensing value
processing unit 32 may determine the analog input value as
an overcurrent, and generate the first signal (i.e., a control
signal which drives a movable contact of the electromag-
netic contactor to cause an off state) for protecting the motor
200.

The control unit 33 may sense a signal received from the
sensing value processing unit 32 and an on/off state of the
motor starter, and may automatically control the electro-
magnetic contactor of the motor starter, based on the sensed
signal and on/off state.

Moreover, the control unit 33 may process a control
command transmitted from the remote monitoring apparatus
50. That is, in a case where a control command which
switches the electromagnetic contactor to an off state is
received from the remote monitoring apparatus 50, when the
electromagnetic contactor is in an on state currently, the
control unit 33 may execute the control command to switch
the electromagnetic contactor to an off state. Also, the
control unit may inform the remote monitoring apparatus 50
of'that the control command has been executed. On the other
hand, when the electromagnetic contactor is in an off state
currently, the control unit 33 may generate an NAK mes-
sage, and supply the NAK message to the remote monitoring
apparatus 50.

Similarly, in a case where a control command which
switches the electromagnetic contactor to an on state is
received from the remote monitoring apparatus 50, when the
electromagnetic contactor is in an on state currently, the
control unit 33 may execute the control command to switch
the electromagnetic contactor to an off state. Also, the
control unit may inform the remote monitoring apparatus 50
of'that the control command has been executed. On the other
hand, when the electromagnetic contactor is in an on state
currently, the control unit 33 may generate an NAK mes-
sage, and supply the NAK message to the remote monitoring
apparatus 50.
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The motor starter module 30 may further include a
communication unit 34 for communicating with the remote
monitoring apparatus 50, a light emitting diode (LED)
display unit 35, and a power supply 36.

The communication unit 34 may transmit an on/off state
of the motor starter to the remote monitoring apparatus 50 by
using RS-485 communication. Also, the communication unit
34 may receive, from the remote monitoring apparatus 50, a
control signal for controlling a state of the motor starter.

The LED display unit 35 may display a state of the motor
starter. For example, when the movable contact of the
electromagnetic contactor of the motor starter is driven and
is in an on state, the LED display unit 35 may inform the
starting of the motor 200 by turning on an LED. On the other
hand, when the eclectromagnetic contactor of the motor
starter is in an off state, the LED display unit 35 may turn
off the LED. In another exemplary embodiment, the LED
display unit 35 may display an on/off state of the electro-
magnetic contactor by changing a color of the LED. Also,
the LED display unit 35 may include a display screen, and
display letters through an LED window.

The power supply 36 may supply power to the sensing
value processing unit 32 and the control unit 33.

The motor starter system 100 may further include a
memory (not shown) that stores a history of a sensing value
output from the external sensor unit 20 and the predeter-
mined reference value.

The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may monitor, in real
time, an analog sensing value output from the sensor unit 20
and states of the motor protection circuit breaker and elec-
tromagnetic contactor of the motor starter. Also, the remote
monitoring apparatus 50 may monitor the number of opera-
tions and/or the number of electrical connections of the
movable contact of the magnetic contact. Furthermore, the
motor starter system 100 according to an exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention may control a state of the
electromagnetic contactor by using an on/off switch, based
on a local function.

FIG. 2 illustrates a connection state of a cable in detail, in
a configuration of the motor starter system according to an
exemplary embodiment of the present invention.

As illustrated in FIG. 2, a direct current (DC) voltage P2
of about 220 V may be supplied to a plurality of motor
starters A1 and A2 through a power supply P1 (102C). Also,
a DC voltage of about 12 V may be supplied through an
operation power cable 103C, for operating a plurality of
motor starter modules T1 and T2.

A plurality of external sensors S1 and S2, such as a
pressure sensor and a temperature sensor which are con-
nected to a plurality of motors M1 and M2, may supply
detected analog sensing values (for example, a sensing value
100C within a range from 4 mA to 20 mA) to the motor
starter modules T1 and T2.

The detected analog sensing value 100C may be trans-
ferred to an upper remote monitoring apparatus CS1 through
an RS-485 communication cable 104C. When a control
command for changing a state of an electromagnetic con-
tactor is transferred to the electromagnetic contactor through
an MC control connection cable 101C, a contact of the
electromagnetic contactor may be driven, and may start or
stop the motors M1 and M2 connected thereto.

A control command for driving an on/off state of the
electromagnetic contactor may be transmitted from the
remote monitoring apparatus CS1 or a control unit of each
of the motor starter modules T1 and T2. To this end, the
remote monitoring apparatus CS1 may exchange one or
more signals with the motor starter modules T1 and T2
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through the RS-485 communication cable 104C. For
example, the motor starter modules T1 and T2 may peri-
odically monitor states of the electromagnetic contactor and
a motor protection circuit breaker, and when a state value
transmission request is received from the remote monitoring
apparatus CS1, each of the motor starter modules T1 and T2
may transmit a corresponding state value through the
RS-485 communication cable 104C.

Here, when a state of the motor protection circuit breaker
is a normal state, the motor protection circuit breaker may be
in an on state, and when the state of the motor protection
circuit breaker is an abnormal state due to the breakdown of
a system (or a connected load), the motor protection circuit
breaker may be in an off state.

FIGS. 4 and 5 illustrate a method of operating the motor
starter system according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

The motor starter system according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention may be remotely
monitored and controlled by the remote monitoring appa-
ratus 50. The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may receive
an analog sensing value output from an external sensor.
Also, the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may monitor an
on/off state of an electromagnetic contactor of a motor
starter connected thereto. An on/off state of the motor starter
may be transferred as a signal by using RS-485 communi-
cation. The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may compare an
analog sensing value, received from the external sensor, with
a predetermined reference value, namely, a normal setting
value.

When the received analog sensing value is greater than
the predetermined reference value as a result of the com-
parison, this may correspond to an overcurrent. Therefore,
the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may transmit a control
command for putting the electromagnetic contactor of the
motor starter in an off state, so as to protect a motor.

On the other hand, when the received analog sensing
value is less than the predetermined reference value as a
result of the comparison, the remote monitoring apparatus
50 may determine a normal range which enables the motor
to be driven, and transmit a control command for putting the
electromagnetic contactor of the motor starter in an on state.

Then, a motor starter module may execute the control
command or generate an NAK message according to the
control command received from the remote monitoring
apparatus 50 and an on/off state of the electromagnetic
contactor.

In detail, a control command for putting the electromag-
netic contactor in an off state may be received from the
remote monitoring apparatus 50, and when the electromag-
netic contactor is in an on state currently, the motor starter
module may execute the control command to switch the
electromagnetic contactor to an off state. On the other hand,
a control command for putting the electromagnetic contactor
in an off state may be received from the remote monitoring
apparatus 50, but when the electromagnetic contactor is in
an off state, the motor starter module may generate an NAK
message, and transfer the NAK message to the remote
monitoring apparatus 50. Similarly, a control command for
putting the electromagnetic contactor in an on state may be
received from the remote monitoring apparatus 50, and
when the electromagnetic contactor is in an off state cur-
rently, the motor starter module may execute the control
command to switch the electromagnetic contactor to an on
state. On the other hand, a control command for putting the
electromagnetic contactor in an on state may be received
from the remote monitoring apparatus 50, but when the
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electromagnetic contactor is in an on state, the motor starter
module may generate an NAK message, and transfer the
NAK message to the remote monitoring apparatus 50.

FIG. 4 illustrates an operation of a motor starter system
according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention. First, in operation S40, an analog sensing value
may be detected from an external sensor. In operation S41,
an on/off state value of a motor starter may be detected. In
operation S42, the motor starter system may determine
whether the sensing value, which is detected in operation
S40, is greater than a predetermined reference value,
namely, a normal setting value range for driving a motor.

When it is determined that the detected sensing value is
greater than the predetermined reference value and the
motor starter is in an on state in operation S43, the motor
starter system may circuit-short a movable contact of an
electromagnetic contactor to put the movable contact of the
electromagnetic contactor in an off state. Therefore, the
motor is stopped, and thus is protected from an overcurrent.

When it is determined that the detected sensing value is
less than the predetermined reference value and the motor
starter is in an off state in operation S45, the motor starter
system may put the electromagnetic contactor in an on state
to drive the motor.

As described above, the motor starter system can auto-
matically control an on/off state of the electromagnetic
contactor by using the analog sensing value output from the
external sensor, thereby enhancing a reliability of a motor
protection function.

FIG. 5 illustrates another operation of a motor starter
system according to an exemplary embodiment of the pres-
ent invention, namely, illustrates a case in which a motor
starter is remotely controlled by the remote monitoring
apparatus 50.

First, in operation S50, the remote monitoring apparatus
50 may receive an analog sensing value output from each of
one or more external sensors. In operation S51, the remote
monitoring apparatus 50 may receive an on/off state of a
motor starter by using, for example, RS-485 communica-
tion. The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may generate a
control signal for changing a state of an electromagnetic
contactor for protecting or driving a motor by using the
analog sensing value and a state value of the motor starter
which are received.

That is, when the received analog sensing value corre-
sponds to a case in which the motor is protected from an
overcurrent, the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may trans-
mit a control command for switching the electromagnetic
contactor, included in the motor starter, to an off state in
operation S52. The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may
monitor a state of the electromagnetic contactor of the motor
starter in operation S53, and when the electromagnetic
contactor is in an on state, the remote monitoring apparatus
50 may switch the electromagnetic contactor to an off state
in operation S54. When the electromagnetic contactor is in
an off state, the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may gen-
erate an NAK message in operation S55.

On the other hand, when the received analog sensing
value is a value within a normal range which enables the
motor to be driven, the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may
transmit a control command for switching the electromag-
netic contactor, included in the motor starter, to an on state
in operation S56. The remote monitoring apparatus 50 may
monitor a state of the electromagnetic contactor of the motor
starter in operation S57, and when the electromagnetic
contactor is in an off state, the remote monitoring apparatus
50 may switch the electromagnetic contactor to an on state
in operation S58. When the electromagnetic contactor is in
an on state, the remote monitoring apparatus 50 may gen-
erate an NAK message in operation S55.
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According to the exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, a connected upper monitoring apparatus receives
an external sensing value, and it is possible to monitor a
motor starter state in real time. Also, a control command for
directly controlling an on/off state of the electromagnetic
contactor is transmitted. Accordingly, manipulability is
good, a service life is predicted, and a load of a motor is
conveniently managed.

While the present invention has been particularly shown
and described with reference to exemplary embodiments
thereof, it will be understood by those of ordinary skill in the
art that various changes in form and details may be made
therein without departing from the spirit and scope of the
present invention as defined by the following claims.

As described above, in a motor starter system and a
method of operating the same according to embodiments of
the present invention, an on/off state of an electromagnetic
contactor is automatically controlled by using an analog
sensing value output from an external sensor, and thus, a
reliability of a motor protection function is more enhanced
when an overcurrent occurs. Also, a connected upper moni-
toring apparatus receives an external sensing value, and it is
possible to monitor a motor starter state in real time. Also,
a control command for directly controlling an on/off state of
the electromagnetic contactor is transmitted. Accordingly,
manipulability is good, a service life is predicted, and a load
of a motor is conveniently managed. Also, a wiring opera-
tion is more simplified and the cost is more reduced than a
case in which the electromagnetic contactor is controlled by
using an input/output (I/O) of a PLC in the related art, and
the use of a space can be maximized.

The invention claimed is:

1. A motor control apparatus comprising:

one or more sensor units;

an electromagnetic contactor connected to a motor, and
configured to perform an on or off operation;

a control unit configured to compare a reference value
with a sensing value output from each of the one or
more sensor units, generate a control signal based on a
result of the comparison, and control an on or off
operation of the electromagnetic contactor based on the
control signal to stop or operate the motor; and

a communication unit configured to communicate with a
remote monitoring apparatus,

wherein in a case where a control command for switching
the electromagnetic contactor to an off state is received
from the remote monitoring apparatus through the
communication unit,

when the electromagnetic contactor is in an on state
currently, the control unit executes the control com-
mand, and

when the electromagnetic contactor is in an off state
currently, the control unit generates an NAK message
to supply the NAK message to the remote monitoring
apparatus.

2. The motor control apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
control signal comprise a first signal for turning off the
electromagnetic contactor and a second signal for turning on
the electromagnetic contactor.

3. The motor control apparatus of claim 2, wherein,

when the sensing value is greater than the predetermined
reference value, the control unit generates the first
signal to protect the motor, and

when the sensing value is less than the predetermined
reference value, the control unit generates the second
signal to drive the motor.

4. The motor control apparatus of claim 1, further com-
prising a motor protection circuit breaker configured to
protect the motor in connection with the electromagnetic
contactor.



US 9,473,050 B2

11

5. The motor control apparatus of claim 4, wherein the
control unit monitors a state of the motor protection circuit
breaker.

6. The motor control apparatus of claim 5, wherein when
a state of the motor protection circuit breaker is an abnormal
state, the control unit performs control so that the electro-
magnetic contactor is turned off.

7. The motor control apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
sensing value is analog information.

8. The motor control apparatus of claim 1, wherein the
one or more sensor units comprise at least one of a pressure
sensor, a temperature sensor, or a level sensor.

9. A motor control apparatus comprising:

one or more sensor units;

an electromagnetic contactor connected to a motor, and

configured to perform an on or off operation;

a control unit configured to compare a reference value

with a sensing value output from each of the one or
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more sensor units, generate a control signal based on a
result of the comparison, and control an on or off
operation of the electromagnetic contactor based on the
control signal to stop or operate the motor; and

a communication unit configured to communicate with a
remote monitoring apparatus,

wherein in a case where a control command for switching
the electromagnetic contactor to an on state is received
from the remote monitoring apparatus through the
communication unit,

when the electromagnetic contactor is in an off state
currently, the control unit executes the control com-
mand, and

when the electromagnetic contactor is in an on state
currently, the control unit generates an NAK message
to supply the NAK message to the remote monitoring
apparatus.



